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SUBJECT: The Disillusionment of a Communlist
Ae | L
This £ 1s a report on scveral recent conversations batween :
an officer of s Consulate General and a willitan® lMarscille Cormuaist.

Yhile “hese conversations disclose’ little factusl information corigern-
inz the Cormunist Party ia Marseille, they revealsd; in npersonal terms,
tie racdual dislllusionment of a milltant Comrunist and ovidenced the
{deoloical crisis throusl whleh he 1s prcsently passing. These con-
versaticas also indlcated that, while the Sociallst Purty Coes not appsa
to the dlsillusioned Com.anist as a possible alternatlive to tie CP, thex
1s u defirlte sentiment awmong certain dlsillusionec Corzunists favoring
creation of an independent Irench Comrunist Party. 1T i5 lumossible to
estimate accurately the number of French Commaists who today find thenm-
selves in a1 position similar to the one occupied by the subject of this
@dispateh, ut this writer ls conviaced, on the basis of hls contacts
amon; local militants, tuat subject is but one of many Communists In ths
area who arc becoming lncreasingly dlslllusiocned with thoir party. IT
this conclusion is correct, 1t 1ls belleved thatl the causes of this indi-
vidual's aisillusionment and the factors underlylng his 1deoclo lcal
crisis are of particular interest.

RBiosraphical Sketch of Sublect

Subject 1s today the scerastary of one of the most important 4and
most active Communist cells in tarselille, and is also a particulariy
active wember of the CGI union. He Joined the Com.unist Party in 1836
and fought for two years in the cpanisn civil war as a wmewhor cf the
Intecrnational brigade., In 1939-40 he served as a sergeant in tha Frencl
arniored forces in Colonel de uLaulle's re irent. Murin; the German oo«
cupation he was arrestecd as an active Comrunist anc deported to a concen
tration casp 11 Germany. Lilberatod by .merlcan troops in the spring of
1944, Le was carec for by thre inerican Yed Cross for tureo months befors
returnin,. to France., Followlng his return, he was employed in a number
of manusl occupaetions, workin; for the past four wountks as 3 frelght han
ler at the iLarseille rallroad station. ©e regwed lils rol: as a Party &
COT militant as socn as he returned to Irance, and ln ludy .o visited th
Soviet Uniloen in a jroup of twentyeseven rrench militdnts Invited te the
USCR as uosts of the covernrment, On 4 June 1662 ne participated in the
strike orcdered by ithe CUT and on 5 June weas fired from his job by the
L:érseille director of the railroad ecompany for having particlipated, Ou
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June be Tound a job as a waiter in a restaurant and is now employed
& such,
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l Subject is married and has two ehildren. Judging by hia remarka,
he is devoted to his family, and tho welfare and happlness of hls wifle
and children appear to bs hia chiof concerns ln life. Although he
enjoyed but a limited formal educetion, subject is surprisingly well
informed on many subjects, especiamlly recent and curront intermationsa:
events. He Las attended at least one Communist political training
school but has certainly not succumbed to all aspects of the Party's
pclitical doctrination., He speaks Spanish and Italian in addition

to his native languaze and reads the anti-Communlst press as well aa
the Party press,

Reasons for Joininz the Communlst Party

Subject joined the CP in 1932 in the bellef that the CP was the
one party devoted to the betterment of the workers! lot, DBelleving
that 1t is natural for an individual to join the political party whie:
he feels best rcpresents ls interests, he chose the CP as the single
party dedicated to the cdefense of the laboring masses. As the son of
5. manual laborer, he was consclous from his earliest youth of the con-
tinuous strurg:le between the conflicting clusses of French soclety,
and in the CP he found the "volce of the oppressed, the defender of
the exploited, and the spokesman of humanity." Aas a meumbor of the CP,
he considered the French capltalists, more especlally. the "200 familis
as France's sreatest enemies and he found enormous satlsfactlon, prla:
and party justification in the social benefits salned under the Populs
Front Government. When the International Brigades were formed for the
Spanish c¢ivil war, he joined for "motlvations of 1dealism” in the be-
lief that they were the defenders of "liberty, humsnlity and the best
intercsts of the ;reatest number of peoples.”

Reasons for Joining the CGT

Although the CGT was the only signiflcant unilon organlzed for ma-
nual laborers in 1932 and thus subject had no choice in choosing one
or another union, he joined the CGT in the beliefl that 1t representcd
the same principles and was devoted to the pursuit of the same ob-
jectives on the syndicallst level as dld the CP on tle polltical leve.

Subject's EBarly iiislllusionment

Subject experienced Lis first disillusionment with the CP durilng
the civil war in Spain. As a practlcing Catholic, he was shiocked by
the bparbaric and "unnecessary" attacks upon church property and re-
ligious personnel. e observed that Communists were the principal
instigators of these attacks, and for the first time he found himself
in opposition to cne of hils party's practlces. iie was also upset by
what he terwmed "the Soviet looting, the Soviet exploitation of the
foreign volunteers, and the Soviet attempt to control all aspects of

. the war." When he returned to France at the conclusion of the war,
he' returned with minor tut definite misglvings regardins what he be~
1.1ieved were the Soviet Unilon's attempts to dominate anc manipulate |
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leadership of international oommuniam, more especlally Moscow's !
direction of the French CP, for he felt that the French CP bensfited
from the support and leadership it received from lioscow and he be-
lieved that the interests of the Frenoh CP and the Soviet CP were
identical. Howsver, on the basis of hia experiences in Spaln, he
began to wondear if Moscow's loadership of the French CP was really in
the beat interests of the French party.

Further Disilluaionment

when the second world war commenced in September, 1939, subject
was called up for duty in the armored forces. As a "Frenchman first
and a Communist second," he rejected the CP's denunclation of thse
war and accepted France's participation in it as beling entirely cor-
rect and justified. His patrioctism made it lmposslbls for Lim to
follow the Party policy on the war and once again he began to question
seriously lioscow's directives to the French CP. While his thinking on
this issus undoubtedly has been influenced by subsequent events, sub-
ject today states that in the autumn of 1939 he clearly realized for
the first time that Moscow's orders to the French CP were not always
in the latter country's Ilnterests.

Subject suffered further disillusionment at the time of France's
liberation, for although in Germany at the time, he learned enough
upon his return to appreciaste the extent of the summary executlons
and k1llings which were carried out at the time of the liberation by
the CP in the name of .the Resistance. He rocoznized that many totall;
innocent people were killed solely for reasons of politics and per-
sonal vengeance and he realized that the CP was responsible for many
of these executlions. :

Subject's confidence in the CP revived consliderably during the
years 1945-1946 when the CP was represented In the French jovernment.
He took satisfaction in the fact that his psrty was an active partl-
c¢lpant in the sovernment and e belleved that the program advocated
by this party was in his best interests and in his country's best
Interests. De Gaulle's trip to ioscow and the resultant French -
Soviet pact did much to restore subject's credulity in the harmony
of interest between these two nations. The French CP's policy during
these years was not flagrantly antl-National and nelther the party's
subservience to ..oscow nor the latter's utilization of the former for
ita own purposes were glaringly obvious.

Fowever, the CP's antl-national pollicy became more evicent %o
subject following the party's sxcluslon from the covernment, and the
serious strikes of the autumn of 1947 revealed to him the cdangers
inherent in the manner in which the CGT was both controlled and ex-
ploited by the CP for political purposes, The manner in which tlese
atrikes wers ordered also revealed to him how the French CP ltself ;
was directed from loscow. As a militant syndicallst, subject went |

on strike in the autumns of both 1947 and 1948, tut the politival
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wisdom of thls union's policy., Whils he recognized the rsasons which
prompted the creation of the Force Ouvriere union and while he was
partlally sympathetlc to these reasons, hs was not temptsd to join
the FO for, aa a militant unioniat, he bLelleved that a schism among
the unionized workers would only serve to weaken labor's influence
and he preferred to remain in the CGT in the hops that reforms would
be carried out within this union which would prevent Lts fubture
exploitation for polltical purposes,

Finel Disillusionment

Subject's dlsilluslonwent with both the CP arnd the CGT reached
lta climex on 4-5 June 1952. He struck on the 4th, and on the 5th
he was dismissed from hls Job as an employee of the national rail-
road company. Considering his attitude toward the CP and the CGT,
more espsclally considering his attitude toward the strike call, it
1s difficult to understand why he did striks, He recognlzed that
the strike call was motlvated by purely politieal conslderatlions,
and for this reason alone he dld not approve of the strike, Agaln,
he was reasconably ceriain that the strike would fail for he knew that
many of his fellcw CP - CGT msmbsrs were equally unenthusiastic about
striking for purely polltlecsl reasons, and perhaps questionable ones
at that, lie argued against thls astrike with his superlors in both
the CP and the CGT, but while some of them indicated that they per-
sonally were inclined to agree with him, they emphasized that orders
were orders and as they had been 1instructed to strike, they must
strike. Subject's CP section secretary arjued that the arrest of
Jacgues DUCLOS and Andre STIL marked the comuencement of the govern-
ment's prosram to dlsmomber the CP and that if these arrests were not
vigorously protested, the jovernment would be able to pursue this prc-
sram unhindered, with the final result that the CP would bs rendered
lmpotent. On the other hard, the departmental secretary of the CGT
ar;ued that the right to strike was an inherent right of the French
worker and that anyone who refused to follow the orders of the deparu-
mental unlon was an antilesyndicalist. Thus, althoush he d&isapproved
of the reasons for this strike and although he exnectad the strike to
fail, aubjJeot went on atrike, Today, subject finds 1t dAifficult
explain why he did strike and wersly states that "as a diseipllnadA
militent [ felt it my duty to follow the orders lssusd by my auperisrs.

Wihen fired from hls job the day aftser he struck, subjesct went ime-
medlately Lo nile superlors in both tke CP and the CGT and asusd then
to help hin find another job, Nélther the party nor the union 4ld
anything to helr kim, and in the end 1t was his Cathollc gariuf »riast
who found him another Jjob, Subject returned a sccond time to dobth the
hart3 and the unlon to try to borrow the money neeced te buy the neccs-

ayry clothes for his new job Agsin, neither the party nor ths union
lwculd help nim, It was thus with deap bltterness that subjlect re-
;3&rkad to the writer, "At last I have come to reallize how the Fraznch .
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CF and the COT ars explolted according to Noscow's wishee and in
turn bhow I, & Frenoch worker and axndioalist, am explolited by the
leaders of my party and my union, ,

Causes of Disillusionment

The foremsntioned sccount is a brief chronologicsl record of
subject's disillusionment, The causes of his disillusionwent, which
of course are of greater interest than the mere vecord of his dis-
illusionment, can be . summariszed as follows:

CP's anti-Natlonallsm

Subject cams to realize that the French CP was a traltorous and
subversive party inasmmch as part of 1ta progsram was betraying France!:
national interests, As a patriot who is a Frenchman first and a Com-
munist second, hs opposes the party's continuous efforts Lo strip
France of her military defenses and the party's viliflcatlon of the
French force's in Indo-China and Korea., In this respect, 1t is of
interest to note that while he dislikes De Caulle for many reasons,
he considers De Gauls &8 France!s "firat resistant® and respects him
a8 such, Similarly, while he admires THOREZ for all that he has done
for the workers and considers him the ohampion of the working class,
he regards him as a traitor to his sountry who should have been shot
for desertion in time of war., Subject takes particular exceptlon to
Thorez! oft-quoted statement that French Communiats will never bear
arus against the Soviet Union, and states that he, like many other
Communists, would not hesitate to teke up arms against the Soviet
Union 1f this country attacked France. Remsmbering his own reglment!s
lack of arms in 1939, subject states that he approves the North At-
lantic treaty as a defensive treaty and approves all of France's
current efforts for rearmament. In thls respsct, he also approves
of the installation of American bases in France.

CP'a Tecelt

Subject came to realize that much of the CP's propagenda was
based on lies and decelts. As examples of the Party's mendacliy, he
cited the Communiat claim that tlhe United States was enzaged In bac-
teriological warfare and the Commminist contention that the Unlted
States and Scutlh Korea provoked the war in Korsa. He stated that
while many of ths Party functionaries reallized that these charges
were false, they nevertheless continued to support them publleliy.

Desire for Peace

Subject came to realize that the Soviet Union 1s actually the
greatest threat to world peace. In this reospect he cited the Korean
and Indo-Chineas wara as but two examplss of Soviet aj gression and

{#France” plane as further evidence of Soviet hostlility and
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Visit to the Soviet Union

Subject came to realize that the Soviet Union was not "The
workers! paradise® that 1t professed to be and the Communism which
oxists in the USSR today 1s in fact "Stalindawm,” a totalltarian form
of government which has little resemblance to Marxist socliallism,
Subjectts trip to the USSR in 1950 as a guest of the 3oviet Unlon was
ungqueationably one of the major factors of his disillusionment, for
while he was impressed by some of the things which he was shown, he
was more impressed by the things he was not permitted to see., "It
was & herded tour," he comments; "we were shown the new workers!
quarters but we were not allowed to Ilnspect the old quarters, ovemn--
thouzh we could often 8ee them in the distance, The bit of the rural
life which I saw on our trip from Moscow to Leningrad was a particular
shock. The best comuent I can make on the tour 1a to point out that
of themsn on the tour whom I Imow, at least half of them have since
left the Party."

CPts Subservience to lloscow

Subject came to realize that the French CP was but a subservient
tool in the hands of the Soviet politbureau, As he stated in his
own words, "As a cell secretary, I take my orders from the section
secretary, who in turn receives them from the federal secretariat,
The secrstariat receives its orders from the Central Committes, and
the latter receives its orders from Moscow, I did not object to the
Frencly CP's dependence upon the pollitbureau as long as I belleved in
the harmony of interests between the French CP and the politbureau,
but it Las long since become evident to me that the orders of the
polittureau are often detrimental to both my party and my country.
The Fmench CP has become a captive party directed by a foreign powsr
for this power's own ends, and I refuse to remain subservient to this
totalitarian and authoritarian power in those Instances where I recog-
nize that thils power's orders are opposed to my interests.” In this
respect, subject cited the Party's overni ht change of attitude towarc
German vearmement, pointing out that this change was dictated by the
politbursau for tho benotit of German Comnunists and to the dstrimend
of French Communists, Again, he pointed out that while he personally
adnired Pinay and approved of the majority of his program to date, hs,
as a (P member, was instructed to denounce everything Pinay had attemy
and achicved,

,GP*s Athelism

Subject came to realize that the CP was essentially atheistic.
.Aa a "believer," if not & commmunicant, who is married to a dewvout
Catholic, subject has becomd increasingly upset by the CP's attacks |
on thw church throughout the world, His objections to the Perty'as |
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athelsm reached thelr height when the Party recently criticized hiﬁﬁﬁ}
for permitting his children to Joln the Catholliec churek. Subjesotb

belleves that the chureh and politics are two separate matters and he
balieves that one can be both a Communist and a Catholle, '

CP's rmxnloltation of Labor Unions

Subject came to reallire that the CP's exploitation of tha CGT
for purely political purposes was detrimental to the unlon and to
labor in general. e points out that the CGT lost much of 1lts mem-
bership and influence as a result of the politically lnsplred strikess
of 1947, following which the Force Quvriers union was ¢éreated, and
attributes the present schiasm In French unilon labor entirely dus to
the CP's attempts to exploits the CGT for political purposes,: He
cltes himself as an example of tut one worker who has lost hla Job
88 the regult of having been explolted by the CP,

Subject hae not yet withdrawn from the CP nor has he left the
CGT. in his own words, he 1s "thoroughly fed up with the Sovietlza.
tion of the French CP and the lattsr's domlnation and sxploltation
of the CCT" but he 1s neverthsless reluctant to leave slther group
for he does not belleve that any other politlical party or union offer
satisfactory alternatives., In this sense, he re ards the Soclalist
party as a bourpgeols party and he belleves tiat the ['orce Ouvrlere
unton 1s generally ineffaoctive., Subject considers himself a "militan?
worker" and as such he 18 unwilling to zive his alleglance to any
pelitical party which he doeasa not feel i3 entirely devoted to the
workers' interests. Similarly, he is roluctant to joln what- he still
regards a8 a schismatle unlon, and while he is sympathatic to the
motives wiich underlay the creation of the Forees Ouvriere, he cllings
to tho idea that the founders of the Force Ouvriere should have re-
mained in the CGT in order to fisht out within the CGT the isauves for
which they left the CGT,

Subject is obviously undergolin; a tremendous ldaological crisls.
Whether or not he remalins In the CP, time slcone will tell. IHe says
that he will remain in the Party, at least for the moment, although
he flatly states that he 1ls through as a mllitant and disciplined
functionary vio 1s ready to follow »lindly the party's orders. In
summarlizin: ris political phllosophy, ue commented: "I am a Com-
wmunist, but I am not and never will be a Stalinist."™ When the writer
sugested that subject was In a position quite similar to the positier
In wirich Tito found himself jJust before hils break wlth the Cominform,
subject was quick to apree with thls analocy. He atated that. there
wers many Comrmunists In frunes who felt ag e éid and that there was
a considsrable if yet ummobilized sentiment anon, clements of ths
party for establishing an independent national Commmnist Party. Al-
thou:gh ne was reluctant to discuss the matter in detall, subject ad-
mitted that he and some twenty other Comminist functionaries in
Barseille had been studying the possibilities of creating an Iinde-
pendent workers'! party which they had tentatively named the Partls !
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The story of subjsct's disillusionment with the Communist Party
1a scarcely an original oae nor is 1t, in nis instance, a partisuiar~
ly simificant ons. However, if 1t is accepted that subject 1s but
cne of many French Comnunists who are presently undergolng thls proe
cess of disilluslonmsat and disaffection, subject's gtory 1is of
interest as a case study of the ideolugical crisis which certain meme
bers of the French CP are passing through.

An enalysis of the causes of this disillusionment and disaffeatic
should certainly be of Interest to anyone concerned with the further
defectlon of the French worker from the Communist Party.

Héy¥ard Gibbes HII1 ..
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